APPLICATION TO CONCENTRATE IN VISUAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
Application Instructions:
1. Complete this form electronically
2. E-mail this form to Paula Soares at soares@fas.harvard.edu Please note that an image file of the
application is not an acceptable format for the application form. If you have problems with the form, please
contact Paula Soares at the e-mail address above, or call her at 617-496-4469.
Name ____________________________________ Class of __________ Date Submitted ________________
freshman

sophomore

junior

1st term

2nd term

College Address _______________________________________ House Affiliation: _____________________
Email ____________________________________ phone _____________________________________
Home Address ___________________________________________________________________________
Are you re-applying? _______________

Type of concentration applying for:

regular

joint

In chronological order, list all courses you have taken, or are in the process of taking at Harvard
so far, indicating VES and non- VES courses approved for concentration credit.
Year and Semester

Course Number & Short Title

Instructor

Is there a specific area on which you would like to focus in the department at this time?
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Grade

VES or approved
for VES credit?

Using the VES Website’s list of courses, as well as the my.harvard online course catalog,
chronologically outline how you plan to fulfill 12 concentration requirements. Include VES courses you
have already taken.
Course Number & Title

Instructor

Academic year

1
2
3

VES 97: Sophomore Tutorial

Sophomore spring (typically)

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

All Applicants:
You are not bound to the specific courses you list above; the purpose of this is to demonstrate that you
understand how the requirements of the concentration are structured and what a logical sequence of
coursework would be. Please refer to the requirement checklist for each area on the VES Website if you are
uncertain of a typical sequence (available on the Forms page of the website). The VES Honors Board, the group of
VES faculty who will vet this application, will base its decision partly on your plan.
Applicants to VES are considered for admission after having taken at least one course in the department in their
proposed area of focus or track (i.e, a film/video production course for the film/video production track, a studio arts
course for the studio arts track, etc.) or be in the process of taking one, and whose overall grade point average to
date is not below B (3.0). This application assumes that you have read Fields of Concentration regarding VES
requirements as well General Education requirements.

Joint Concentration Applicants Only:
A student wishing to combine VES with another concentration must present, in addition to this application, a
written explanation to the VES Honors Board, describing how bringing together the two concentrations
will produce a viable synthesis and a joint senior thesis. Having interests in, or taking courses in, two
fields is not sufficient: a joint concentration must eventuate in a senior thesis acceptable to both departments,
and integrating the work done in each.
The Honors Board will consider the persuasiveness of the case made for joint concentration based upon 1) the
explanation of how and why the two fields are to be combined, including plans for the senior thesis; 2) the
student’s list of proposed courses, and 3) the availability and assent of a qualified VES adviser.
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